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Four months free, ex-juvenile lifer found 
a lawyer's bags — anda test he passed. 


Four months out of prison, Jeffrey Branch (left) found and returned Mark Cedrone's briefcases, which had been left behind 


when he drove off. A friendship between the former juvenile lifer and the lawyer has blossomed. 


‘Not That Bad Kid’ 


Philadelphia street, abandoned, 

one neatly leaning against the 
other like a couple of downed domi- 
noes. 

At first, Jeffrey Branch, 53, thought 
someone got robbed. 

Nope, he told himself. Not touching 
those. 

He took another look. Something 
about the way the bags sat neatly just 
over the curb on the 2600 block of 
South 19th Street that July day made 
him reconsider. More likely that some- 
one, rushed or distracted, leaned them 
against his car and drove off. 

One quick look inside revealed he 
was right. Someone was definitely 
missing these bags. He stood there, 
unsure what to do next. 

A man who had grown accustomed 


T he briefcases lay on the South 
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A lawyer. Branch thought back to his 
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to accounting for his every move for 
decades, he called his wife to tell her 
where he was and what he found. 

Wait a few minutes, she told him. 
When no one came back for the bags, 
he walked them back to his house. 
Inside were a pricey computer, a 
good amount of cash, and some im- 
portant-looking papers. 

There was also a stack of business 
cards: 

Mark E. Cedrone of Cedrone & 
Mancano LLC, Attorneys at Law. 


past and couldn’t help but think this 
was a test, one he’d been preparing for 
exactly 35 years and eight months. 

He dialed the number, never dream- 
ing that his act of good citizenship 
would spark a fast friendship be- 
tween the lawyer and the former juve- 
nile lifer. 

It had already been a blessing to be 
able to do the right thing, Branch told 
me when the three of us met at 
Cedrone’s Center City office. But the 
relationship that developed brings 
him to tears. 

“You know, people judge you .. .,” 
he said, before being overcome by 
emotion. “He trusts me.” 

Cedrone, seated next to him, 
smiled. “I consider him a friend,” he 

See LIFER on A2 


PROPERTY TAX REFERENDUM 


Vote may energize foes of levy 


Nothing will happen quickly, but “any time you amend the 
constitution to allow for something different, it’s a big deal.” 


By Laura McCrystal 
STAFF WRITER 

The constitutional amendment on 
property taxes approved by Pennsylva- 
nia voters will have no immediate im- 
pact for homeowners — and it’s possi- 
ble nothing will change at all. 

But one thing is certain: The results 
of Tuesday’s referendum will energize 
srassroots groups and some state law- 
makers to redouble their efforts to 
overhaul or eliminate property taxes. 

“Any time you amend the constitution 
to allow for something different it’s a big 
deal, and there’s certainly a lot of noise 
and a lot of local push for something on 


relief of property taxes,” said Gerry 
Cross, executive director of the nonparti- 
san Pennsylvania Economy League. 
“But the devil’s in the details. No one 
knows what the legislature will come up 
with, and that’s always been a chronic 
problem of trying to satisfy the different 
regions of the state.” 

The amendment approved permits 
legislation that could exempt home- 
owners from paying property taxes. If 
it passed, taxing authorities — coun- 
ties, school districts, and municipali- 
ties — could choose to exempt taxes 
for up to 100 percent of the assessed 
value for primary residences. Yet that 


is unlikely to happen unless other 
sources of revenue become available 
to replace property taxes, which are 
key to local and school government 
budgets. Those sources could include 
higher income tax and sales tax, and 
would also require more legislation. 

State Sen. David Argall (R., Schuylkill) 
said Wednesday that he plans to hold a 
meeting with the grassroots groups that 
have long been pushing for property tax 
elimination. Argall is the sponsor of a 
bill that would eliminate the school levy, 
which makes up the largest share of 
property tax bills. In exchange, his bill 
would raise sales and income taxes and 
offer a formula for distributing that 
money to school districts. 

His bill, which was voted down 
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 


A rush to 
register 

for health 
insurance 


Despite anti-Obamacare decisions 
by Trump administration, early 
registration rate may be doubled. 


By Don Sapatkin 
STAFF WRITER 
People around the Philadelphia region, like 
consumers around the country, are rushing to 
sign up for health insurance under the Afford- 
able Care Act, also known as Obamacare, advo- 
cacy groups reported Friday. 


More than 600,000 people 
nationally selected insur- One Trump 
ance plans in the first week Move may 
of the annual open enroll- . 
ment period — a pace that cut Signups. 
could be double last year’s Time for 
signups early on. Given 
that President Trump and enrollment 
congressional Republicans has been 


have spent the past year at- 
tacking and trying to dis- 
mantle President Barack 
Obama’s signature law, that is stunning 
many observers. 

State enrollment figures were not available, 
but local health-coverage advocates reported 
strong interest. Calls to the Pennsylvania 
Health Access Network’s help line were run- 
ning at roughly double the pace of last year’s 
first week, as were the number of consumers 
who enrolled with the organization’s help, said 
Antoinette Kraus, executive director of the 
nonprofit. 

Still, the rapid pace may not mean that more 
people get insurance through the ACA Market- 
place this year. That’s because the Trump ad- 
ministration cut the enrollment season by half 

See HEALTH CARE on A2 


cut in half. 


SEX ALLEGATIONS 


Roy Moore, Senate candidate, did flatly deny 
allegations about the 14-year-old. ap 


Moore mostly 


sidesteps 
total denials 


By Michael Scherer 
and David Weigel 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Alabama U.S. Senate can- 
didate Roy Moore declined Friday to rule out 
that he may have dated girls in their late teens 
when he was in his 30s, though he said he did 
not remember any such encounters and de- 
scribed such behavior as inappropriate. 

“If I did, Pm not going to dispute these 
things, but I don’t remember anything like 
that,” Moore said on the Sean Hannity radio 
program, when asked if he dated 17- or 18-year- 
old girls at the time. 

In the same interview, Moore denied out- 
right the claim of Leigh Corfman that he had 
initiated sexual encounters with her when she 
was 14. 

“T don’t know Ms. Corfman from anybody,” 
he said. “The allegations of sexual misconduct 
with her are completely false.” 

He did recall knowing two other accusers, 
Gloria Thacker Deason and Debbie Wesson 
Gibson, as well as their parents. 

“T knew her as a friend,” he said of Gibson, 
who has said Moore asked her on a date when 
she was 17 after speaking at her high school. 

See SENATE on A2 


